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' DIRECT FROM RUSSIA: The Views of M. KAMENEFF

Interview with M. Kamencff, a member of the
Execulive Commitiee of the Soviets, and one of
the Russian delegales who took part in the early
stages of the Brest-Litovsk peace megotiations.

At the Russian People’s Embassy, with truly
Bolshevik lack of ceremony, | was ushered into
M, Litvinoff's private office, where 1 was intro-
duced to M. Kameneff, who is making a short stay
in London on his way to Paris as Russian Plens-
potentiary.

He afirmed the view always expressed in ‘‘THE
DrEADNOUGHT; that the present situation in
Russta is an outcome of the Czarist régime and of
the total faure of the Kerensky Government to
bring peace, and with it the introduction of neces-
sary reforms and the reconstruction of the national
life on a Socialistic basis. = *‘If a plebiscite had
been taken,”” said M. Kameneff, ‘‘before the
negotiations began at Brest-Litovsk, the verdict
would have been to invite the Allies to join, and
give them a fortnight, a month, and even longer
to consider the proposals, and if there is no re-
sponse, then a separate peace, for Russia must
have peace.’’ M. Lenin was in favour of signing
the Brest-Litovsk Peace Treaty,but M. Treotsky
and  his .followers prevailed, and thus another
attempt was made to put to the test the strength
of . the ' revolutionary ; propaganda in Germany.
Although at present this attempt appears to have
failed, M. Kameneff has great faith in the
awakening of the German democracy. To my
query, ‘‘What about the undertaking to stop all
propaganda against the Governments of the Cen-
tral Empires,’’ came the reply (with a shrug of the
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shoulders and a smile), ““THat, of course, refers 1o
propaganda on the part of the Bolshevik Govern-
ment, and not p  in general.”” He fur-
ther expressed his conviction that neither Ger-
many nor the counter-revolutios machinations
of the Allies in the Ukraine, in Finland, and else-
where will succeed in dislodging the Bolshevik
Government by Soviets. It has the support of
the majority of the people even in the Ukraine,
where the bourgeois Rada; which brought about
the separate peace, has to seek the protection of
the Germans. As Bolshevism means to many
even moderately ive people in Great

tn progress
Britain robbery, oppression of these who hold

Q. : “Were professional people turned owr of
their posts if they did not approve of the Bolshevik

Government ?" |

A. : "“"All professiohal people; including actors
and other artists, as well a8 Government officials,
were asked by the Soviet to vontinue -
under the new régime. These who refused (nany
teachers did) naturally were deprived of pensions
and the use of houses or -which in Russin
often constitute part of the' pWhnse 5 o
ht?[;t:b::l'\‘“rth w:.mdm and ::rh-
s N expropriat mm _ -

A.: “The former employers ‘are asked to cons
tinue their work of adwinistration ‘uisder works

-

different views, and license to Red Guards to com-  shofi'control. They canndt draw on their-banking
mit murder, the following 'questions and answers atcounts for personal , 'but only for the deve-
which passed between M. Kameneff and myself [opiricht 6T the’industry,

Al the industry s icbas
sidered unessential the capitalean be 4 10

ore other arertiling wnder fhe wiin e
ment."” (A T TS o8 vl Bt

Q. : “What about the actual food sonditions in
Petrograd and the typhus epidemic reported iv
Eﬁfﬁih pper;:' RS R TS

R & i rograd on

style); bread was mmm ; othen
food is scarceé and dear, but in some cases:
dearer than in the neutral countries through which

will dispel many misgivinku —

0. : ““Is it true that the assassins of the two
Cadet leaders who were murdered ¥n their beds in
hospital have not been called to account?

A.: “M. Lenin immediately took energetic
measures to discover the miscreants, and ten per-
sons are now in custody awaiting their tmal in
connection with this foul murder."

Q. : "“Is it a fact that owing to the confiscation
of wealth people who owihg to age or other cir-

|

cumstances cannot earn § living are left ,peani- [ passed. There were cases of typhus, but .he,
ESS?” . | . | ,“ ‘ b it L ARSI BT T i
A.: ‘“‘Savings not exgeeding 10,000 roubles In conclusion, M. Kainenefl: the view:

(41,000 at pre-War exchange) are not confis-
cated, and a subsistence aflowance of 150 roubles
(£15) per week is made t§ those not in receipt of
salaries or wages.”’ '

thnutheﬁermmﬁgvmm Ao -
fitable to occupy a eity of 300,000 inhabitants
are on the verge of starvation. i 2

‘WORKSHOP NOTES.
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We have long desired to devof

the hﬁm of labour's Bmlndp. -m “e's We are fortuun n h"iﬂ‘ M th s L0
Mr. W. F. Watson of the Rank-and-File Movement, who has i assistance

a regular feature of the Paper. The Notes will first appear in opr issue of March 9th.

greater attention to the Mk-.nd-‘hk ”mtﬁl i ey

»d to. conduct Workshop

Notes, which will now become

BE SURE TO READ W. F. WATSON'S WORKSHOP NOTES IN OUR NEXT ISSUE! W%

THE INTER-ALLIED S

Curiously uninet and at the same time ' ~ical
was i€ aevision 10 exciuae tae docianst Parties of
this country—the L.L.P., B.S.P., and others—
from the Inter-Allied Secialist Conference and to
allow the Labour Party, which is not a Socialist
organisation, to monopolise the representation of
this country. Mr. Andrews, who was sent here
to represent the Socialists of South Africa, also
failed to secure admission to the Conference.

The Inter-Allied Conference but very slightly
modified the British Labour Party's War Aims
Manifesto, which it practically accepted en bloc.
The Conference has shown that it is not yet ready
to act in the spirit of International Socialism.

THE REAL SOCIALIST
CONFERENCE

On Saturday, February 23rd, the B.S.P. held a
meeting in Chandos Hall, which Mr. E. C. Fair-
child, who presided, said might justly be con-
sidered a supplementary session of the Inter-
Allied Conference, although the delegates of the
organisation which had arranged it had been
refused admission to the conference. The meet-
ing was attended by representative Socialists from
Russia, France, Italy, Belgium, and Britain.

M. Litvinoff, the Russian Socialist Ambassador,
followed Mr. Fairchild, and acclaimed the fact
that some of the German soldiers had refused to
fight against the Russians. He declared his con-
viction that militarism can only be overthrown by
overthrowing cagitalism. He deeply reproached
those Socialists, who, when they had dissented
from some items of Bolshevik policy, had made
common cause with the capitalists against them,
who had abandoned the workers and their Soviets,
and unfortunately had induced some of the
Socialists of other countries to follow suit. For
four months the Bolsheviks had had to fight not
only the capitalists, but the Socialists, who were
striving to hand the power back to the capitalists.

Modigliani, an Italian delegate, addressed the
meeting in French, saying :—

The Russian Revolution confirms the statement that
when there is a War for justice the bourgeoisie has some-

thing more important to defend, namely, the dominion of
applauded

the capitaliste over the workers. Some
the Russian Revelution so long as Miliukoff held the reins,
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IALIST CONFERENCE

Yoo Min ot CLuf i s e iew wish jeurnalis

but the l'alian Socialists Fidin0’ 2P0 &0l AP we Were
t0.4 hat the dociaunsis wanted 0 continue the War to the
bitter end. We had doubts
him praised by Imperialists.
“vivats' for Kerensky and
who were against the Bo!
equity and upright attitude
not merely threaten to do but actually published the
secret treaties, The bourgeoi erialists do not care how
many die or what dettﬂﬁ% is caused as long as they

can dominate,

The administration which ? Bolshevikshaveundertaken
is no simple marter. We § must not j them
as the bourgeois } ! ; we know their mho;

they are not gods, ’ merely men, they must make
some mim:il-:u. But if we mpnlhuli;ﬂly mhi the
strangest things they do:; we t are the only things
they could do. Trotsky #nd his co at Brest-
litovsk, without any canmn

We recognised the
in and Trotsky, who did

German Imperialists and m lits ists. They got no support
from the Allies, and yet for tWo months they kept the War
in abeyance. It is our fault W their efforts failed.

Th the arian vigtory could not be cTﬂd
at the mﬂ;:l,thl RMssian Revolution h ready
produced good results.
have given results to all b

to come the bourgeoisie

of an international prolet:
the Commung f we had
have ans : “ Some of
and some dead-—voild tout.’
was born out of the C« he.
of the Russian Revolution.

fact that a ment of | .
to launch the impulse of a world-wide movement which

already has overleapt the |
mﬂmth%w
and gave us passports. W ns represented

a great movement of ideas. The Zimmerwald conference,
apart from its idealism, perhaps dchieved no material results
but when the ideas of Zimmerwald made Kerenski demand
a at any price—Oh, then, Zimmerwald was some-
tlﬁfﬂhmmﬂ

strong peace pent in France and E
is a direct outcome of the
just come from a :
lutionary, where the

to show you the
workers to go more
who do not live in France ,
shurled itself into the strife for %:iu

restrictions- we suffer working

from,
all its liberties taken away.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE

LABOUR PARTY

On February 26th, the morning of the C?n-
ference which was to decide issues of vital im-
‘ to the Labour Party, the cold east wind
had turned the sky to grey and plucked at the

garments of the people who, flinching, hurried
past. Was it the cold east wind that dl:':nmin,ted
the atmosphere of the conference, robbing it of
the warm spirit of comradeship, kiling en-
thusiasm? How hideously cold and dull it must
have seemed to the Russians coming from the
flood-tide of enterprise and hope, fears, dangers,
struggles, sacrifice, and actual accomplishment
that is sweeping over their land. A haze seemed
to 6ll the hall; ﬂnspukerlwmhuxd?nhdiﬂ-
culty., Many amendments were withdrawn;
others were but formally moved, and were easily
defeated by the mere calling for Ayes and Noes;
many fell to the ground through the absence af
their movers. The Executive's proposed Consti-
tution unmodified, except by amendments
accepted by them. Private consultation had
broken the back of the opposition, and placed in
the position of Ishmaelites all who persisted in
upholding convictions at variance with the official

Pd'l?e two blggut issues involved in the Execu-
tive's for reorgdnising the Labour Party

are the enrolment and representation of individual
members and the status of the national affiliated
organisations and local Labour parties. :
first amendment on the agenda stood in the
name of the LLL.P. It declared the Executive’s
proposals to be unsatisfactory, and laid down
that, instead of the official scheme to combine
government of the Labour Party by local Labour
parties and national affiliated organisations, the
local Labour parties (with power to enrol indivi-
dual members added unto them) should form the
Labour Party, and the affiliation of national orga-
nisations should be abandoned. This resolution
was withdrawn without a word of explanation.
The two issues were then discussed on a
vaguely worded amendment of the RailwayClerks.
This was mainly debated and largely defeated
by the representatives of the local Labour Parties,
who, as Mr. Herbert Morrison, of the London
Labour Party argued, are doing the work though
they may not be finding the money. The
principle of enrolling individual members was
accepted apparently with little consideration, be-
cause the leaders of the two dominant factions in
the Labour Party desire this innovation. Yet the
reason given for supporting the proposal by Mr.
J. H. Thomas, M.P., discloses a policy by the
leaders of the Party which demands the earnest
consideration of the rank and file. He said that
the Party is in a stronger position than it has ever
been, that ‘‘people are talking of the future of
Labour’’ because they know that *““the other
people’” have brought the world into war and
created the awful position of the world to-day, and
they believe that only Labour can save the world.
These people want to join the Labour Party,
‘Let us open our ranks to them,'' he said, "‘and
show them that we do not look on them with

t alone the .puchol Mr. Thomas, but
_ other indications prove that it is the

-

pdeytome,nutmelyuumbeﬂfmm
that It is desired to make common cause
with men who have opposed the growth of

Socialism and the Labour Party, and who are
anxious to come into the Party now that there
may be a chance that Labour will form the next
Government—nothing succeeds like success'
The Labour Members of Parliament and the Party

]

ies in the hope \
assist the Labour Party into office. But what will
be the influence of these men on the policy of the
party which is already so grievously subservient
to the that be? The rank and file have
always had too little part in the management of
the Labour Party; the determination of the
Executive to co-operate with non-Socialist middle-
class politicians will push the genuine workers
still further into the background.

The Executive accepted amendments by the
LL.P. that the Labour Party should co-operate
with the Socialist parties of the British Dominions
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and and of other countries as we
as with the Labour parties as already laid down.
The amendments throw into relief the fact that in
other countries the kers' parties are frankly
called Socialist parties. Unfortunately, there
suggestion that the British Workers'
Party should be called the Socialist Labour
Party.

Proposals to lay upon the Party Conmference,
not upon the Executive, as the Executive desired,
the duty of defining the issues of the General
Election were poorly supported, and were ridi-
culed by Mr. Macdonald, who protested that on
the eve of an election there would not be time for
branches: to instruct their delegates, and that
an uninstructed conference would be worse than
no conference at all. He urged that every delegate
would have his particular idea of what was im-

t. Such utterances disclose an innate con-
tempt for the wisdom and judgment of the rank
and file. Why is an uninstructed conference less
competent to decide than an uninstructed execu-
tive? It is imperative that the British Labour
movement should create a form of organisation
which will give the rank and file power to take
part in taking decisive action upon immediate
issues, and to give constant advice and instruc-
tion to its executives. With the example of the
Russian Soviet before us this ought not to be
impossible.

Another amendment accepted by the Executive
empowered the Parliamentary Labour Party to
join the Executive in defining the election issues.
[f the Parliamentary Labour Party grows as it
should, the Executive will shortly be swamped
by it entirely, and there is a tendency for Mem-
bers of Parliament to place vote-catching before
principle,

A Bolton amendment ‘‘that the National Execu-
tive shall not have to sanction any candi-
date not endorsed by the Local Labour Party”
was not even moved, though in view of the affair
of Mr. Roberts and Norwich this was surely im-
portant,

The amendment to make the contribution of
men and women members the same, namely, 1s.
a year, instead of 1s. and 6d. respectively, was
not moved, h it is obvious that if a woman
is keenly desirous of belonging to the Party she
cagn as well pay 1d. a month as }d., and the dis-
tinction may presently be used as an excuse for
differentiating against the women members.

The official proposal, that the Executive should

consist of :

(a) 11 representatives of affiliated organisations; (b)
five representatives of the local [.abour parties; (¢) four

women ;
was challenged by the 1.L.P., which moved to set
up the following alternative :

(a) Nine representatives of affiliated trade unions;

(b) Two representatives of affiliated Socialist organisa.
tions ;

(c) Five representatives of local Labour parties;

(d) Four women.

Mr. Scurr, who moved the amendment, said
that he as a Socialist did not desire a vote in
electing the representatives of the Trade Union
organisations, but he did desire the Socialist
organisation, of which he was a member to be
specially represented. Mr. Glasier, who seemed
gravely ill and frail, said that the [.L.P. would
not have moved this resolution if it had been
decided to abandon the federal basis of the Party
constitution, but that to retain the federal basis,
and yet to deny special representation to the
Socialist bodies, was a breach of the contract on
which the Party had been built up and had grown
to power. Mr. Snowden, standing beside the
two who were obviously leading a forlorn hope,
challenged a vote by card.- The I.L.P, amend-
ment was defeated by 1,839,000 votes to 345,000.

Though we regret the reactionary temper
which is dominating the Labour Party, we do not
regret the defeat of this amendment. It seems
to us that the day has gone by for the Socialists
to remain in little cliques, pa attached to the

- Trade Union movement. The Socialists may

retain their separate organisations for propa-
ganda purposes, but their effort must be to make
the Trade Unions into Socialist ions and
to secure that all the representatives of Trade
Unions shall be Socialists.

Mr. Tom Richardson, M.P., moved an LL.P.
amendment to abolish what is called block
voting. He observed that if minorities had been
adequately represented in the peace and war votes
at the Manchester Conference, for instance, the
result would have had a very different effect on
the public mind than it actually had. Mr.
Henderson opposed the amendment, which was
defeated by 1,600,000 to 757,000. An amend-
ment by the National Union of Clerks to elect the
Executive by proportional representation, was
also defeated. The Labour Party has not yet
realised the need for democratising its own
machinery and the leaders fear the power of the
rank and file.

The Labour movement as represented at its
latest Conference, is painfully lacking in

{ERS DREADNOUGH'Y

ts in Mr. Hen&ﬂon‘
strongly opposed to this

-

We are

me.

program
We do not desire a Liberal-Labour or Labour-
Liberal Government but a Socialist Government.
We are opposed to the politics of Mr. Henderson

He has supported the War, Con!'fﬁpﬁm, and
all the anti-popular coercive legislation passed

during the War. He advocated the Stockholm
Conference as a mere expedient for inducing the
Socialists of other countries, and especially of
Germany, to support ‘‘the British case’’—the case
of the British Government. Even now, he and
his immediate circle refuse all aid, even verbal
support to the Socialists of Russia, who are
assailed by the forces of capitalism, not only in
(vermany, but in Russia itself and in the Allied
nations. The Inter-Allied Socialist Conference
which was dominated by Mr, Henderson and men
of his type, absolutely ignored the Russian situa-
tion. Yet there is urgent need that the Govern-
ments of all Europe should feel the pressure of
the workers in their respective countries to pre-
vent the crushing of Socialism in Russia. Whilst
Henderson and his friends are thinking of their
seats in the next Parliament, the Russian
Socialist Government may be betrayed. The
drama of the Social Revolution, of which we sing
in the ““Red Flag' and the ‘“International,’ is
being fought out in Russia, whilst British Labour
is slumbering. *

But, people say : “If you will not s Hen-
derson and the men who will form his following,
whom will you support? If you will not accept a
Liberal-Labour Government, what will you

accept? There is no prospect of getting anything
better.”’

We reply that we are prepared to remain in
what we shall be told is ‘‘the wilderness,”’ propa-
gating ideas which we shall be told are “‘impos-
sible,’”’ until such time as those who refuse to be
diverted from the attempt, are able to bring to
fruition the Socialist ideal. ‘

An article in ‘“The Socialist " by M. Litvinoff,
the Russian Socialist Ambassador, describes the
policy of Vladimir Ilyitch Ulyanoff, known to the
world as Lenin, the Prime Minister of the Russian
Socialist Administration. He tells that Lenin,
who had been the leader of the Majority party of
Russian Socialists, rather than compromise when
his colleagues desired to heal the split, preferred
to resign his editorship of his paper, the *‘Iskra,”’
and to see it pass into weaker hands. - We all
know that in the days of Kerensky’s administra-
tion Lenin was out in the ‘“‘wilderness,” evading
an order for his arrest. But to-day Lenin’s
policy has created a Socialist Administration for
Russia, and in spite of all the trials through
which the Russian people are passing, his Bol-
shevik Government is leading the world to better
things, as will presently be made clear even to
those who to-day are doubtful.

We urge all Socialists to cast out opportunism,
to concentrate their effort on great issues, to place
world-embracing, time-surmounting principles
before comparatively trivial immediate advantages
or disadvantages. Hold aloof from a compromise
Administration ! Work for Socialism and to build
up the sokd Socialist-Labour movement by which
it can be secured !

g — S L

E. SyLvia PANKHURST.
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SENT HOME TO DIE

Dear Editor.—We think the following facts ought tor be
made public. William Barcolskie, British born, residing at
24, Robert St., North Woolwich whose heart has been affect-
ed for vears, was ac into the Army, 5th, :
1916 (Worcestershire Regt.). After going through course of
training, was discharged 10/12/17 in an almost ing
condition with a on of 27/6 for 4 weeks and 5/8 after,
he died on 12th Feb., 1918. We think it a scandal that
boys (he w:;donly 194) should be taken into the Army in this

LA

Ada Thom . . E. Ham
League of Ri for Soldiers and Sailors and their Wives
and Relatives.

CATHOLIC WS.S.

Copy of Resolution passed on Saturday, the 16th inst..
at the Annual General Meeting of the Catholic Women's
Suffrage Society :—

" That this meeting of the Catholic Women's Suffrage
Society approves of the continuation of the with
the intention of working for the further extension of the
franchise to women on the same terms as it 1s, or may
be, given to men; to establish ical, social and
economic equality between men and women, and to further
the work and usefulness of Catholic women as citizens."

THE JEWISH SOCIALIST VIEW
ry, Poalei Zioa, In Eaglend; detres thes wollst tngort
’ that

ing Palestine as a Jewish National Home, the Jewish
nation which has hostages in all countries alike, does not
aim at realising its national aspirations
“The Jewish people is well
and realise its national aims

Wood.

enthusiasm and initiative. The leaders are con- A. Edwards, 42, Henry Street, St. John'




THE WORKERS' DRFADNOUGHT

QUESTIONS OF THE DAY

__SINN_FEIN_versus BOLSHEVIKS "

The Sinn Feiners, in seizing land in the name
of the Irish Republic, and in refusing to allow the
export of pigs and other food urgently required
in Ireland, seem to have caught the Bolshevik
spirit. If the Sinn Feiners will steer their course
in accordance with the Socialist ideal they will
achieve great good for the people of Ireland.
Even if they do no more than secure Irish in-
dependence, they will clear away the great
obstacle to the growth of the Socialist movement
in Ireland, but if they will make their Republic a
Socialist one they will avoid much subsequent pain
and conflict.

RATIONS

The official announcement of the rationing
scheme warns the public that ‘“‘no guarantee of
the full ration can be given,'’ also that ‘‘squares
on the food card or cou on the meat card
which cannot be used in the proper week cannot
be used after without permission of the Food Con-
troller’’ and ‘‘if the retailer cannot supply the full
ration in any week, he may not without permis-
sion make it up in the next week.'”” Such state-
ments show that the Government does not even
expect that the promised rations will be supplied
to everyone. Women, why do you patiently
wait in queues; why do you patiently await the
starvation of your children? Demand the
stoppage of the war and the control of the food
supply by the workers; only they can be trusted to
deal with rigid equality between rich and poor.

COUNT HERTLING'S SPEECH

Count Hertling has played another card in the
game of bluff and greed in which all the
belligerent Governments are. engaged. His
replies to President Wilson make absolutely no
difference to the international situation ; they are
in reality mere arguments for use in Germany.

He makes the usual excuses of Capitalist-
Imperialism for the renewed attack on Russia,
saying that the Germans are in Russia to put down
disorder and to protect law-loving populations,
more especially in the Ukraine, which have ap-
pealed for German aid. It is interesting to note
from the “‘Daily Telegraph' of Feb. 26th, that
““the German Press admits all important centres
of the so-called Ukraine Republic are in the hands
of the Soviets.”” We trust that Socialism will

shortly emerge triumphant both in Russia and the

Ukraine.

THE NEW REGISTRATION ACT

The latest National Registration (Amendment) Aect,
which forces boys of 15 and discharged soldiers to er,
has, in our opinion, been passed for two reasons: ly,
to facilitate the calling up of disabled men to discover
whether, after all, it is not ible 10 make them serve
again, and to have the boys in readiness, lest the military
age be reduced; secondly, to extend the foundation on
which the militarists intend to establish permanent con-
scription in this country. On the one hand, it is desired
to force the boys leaving school into part<time mﬂm
training till they reach eighteen, and are taken for -
tary service; on the other hand, it is hoped to provide
for the recall at will of men who have completed the
requigite period of service. The latest Military Service
Act is just the preliminary thin end of the wedge.

C. H. NORMAN AND 1. P. HUGHES
ARRESTED AT DARTMOOR

On Monday, the 18th, Major Terrell, on behalf of the
Home Office Committee, visited Dartmoor C. O. Settlement
to inquire into the cause and organisation of the one day
strike protest in connection with the death of H. W. Firth,

The result was an escort for Mr. C. H. Norman and
Mr. |.P.H , Which took them to Exeter, where it is
feared that t may be court-martialled and sentenced
to a Ionf term of imprisonment.

Despite the arrest of these two men, the demand for
a full public inquiry into Firth's treatment is being urged
by the Dartmoor C.0.s.

esolutions demanding a full public inquiry and pressing
for the release of Norman and ﬂwﬂu be sent at

once to the Home Office Committee, Whitehall, London,

and to the Prime Minister, the Home Secretary and Mr.
(:. N. Barnes. :

February 19th.—In reply to Mr. Faber (U), Lord Robert
Cecil acknowledged that the Government was entirely

responsible for the cessation of supplies to Russian Prison-
ers of War,
* & & @

General Croft (U.) drew attention to the fact that amon
the Women Forage Guards much sickness has occu
owing te lack of provision of suitable clothes. Mr.
Macphersoh tried to gloss over the matter by uyhﬁ that
the wothen agreed to start work in their own
pending the provision of uniforms. But now when they
are mte disbanded he says they all have uniforms. What
wonderful organising capacity the War Office displays.

RUSSIANS EXEMPT. '
The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of National
Service announced that no further rmitir;s of Russian
subjects for the Army was to take place. He could give
_ “fio information as to the fate of those already called up.
We urge that they be allowed to resume their ordinary
civil work since Russia is not at War.

TUBERCULOUS MEAT.
Many questiong were asked and statements made
about tuberculous cattle Minmt to Smithfield Market
for sale. Mr. Walsh for the | Government Board ex-

lained that when these beasts were slaughtered at
irkenhead, the health in or was ill and there was
no substitute. Yet when a W. S. F. referred to

the seizure of this meat she was arrested. Whereas Major
Hunt, Mr. Thorne and others are given conciliatory
answers by Government representatives who do not deny
that such meat was sent to Smithfeld.

FORCIBLE FEEDING.

February 20th.—Mr. Snowden (Lab.) drew attention to
the case of Emmanuel Ribiero, a conscientious objector
who is in the Lord Derby War Hospital and has been
forcibly fed for more than twelve months. Mr. Snowden
quoted one of the doctors attending him as say that
the case of Emmanuel Ribiero, a conscientious ebjector
would end fatally if this treatment were nol
stopped. Mr. M admitted knowing of the case
and assured the House that Emmanuel Ribiero was in
** good ph{ﬂ:ll health '’ and that he *‘ smiles and has
ac ace

and is in no way melancholy.” But we
must insist that because this man. is prepared 0 be

martyred for his convictions, the Government cannot evade

. Dulke. Thmmthm'
had not been prosecuted was because i
unt-ttr-ﬁmminuﬂdulthm.

we have the great secref of success of all risings :

win the day.
MORE LIBERTY.

In reply to Mr. Bi (Ind.), Sir G. Cave stated
there was no power D.O.R.A. to prevent aliens,
enemy or otherwise, [rom meetings.
However, he is cnnﬁﬂrilz_'m such
not be taken. Already Ml:rthi;':.: o
gospel of ﬁhﬂﬂz are persecuted ; t
m must be w (ellow-country

t chance have in a strange

they used to regard as the land of liberty—to get

justice ?
“ PROPAGANDA.”
When Mr. Bonar Law enumerated the
lh F = - I ﬁ l l Pl II Ii‘ !
Burnham, i:: Beaverbrook, Mr. Robert Donald
Mr. C. P. Scott, Mr. Harcourt (L.), asked whether any
!”“ 'll?

offer has been made to the Editor of “John
Mr. Bonar Law: " Not so far as | am aware.”

A FAVOUR!
The speaker, in reply to Mr. Ponsonby (L..), stated that
women would be admitted to the Central
panied by Members.

_for those living

2
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PARLIAMENT AS WE SEE IT

(e -

ARMY ESTIMATES.
 February 19th, 20th, and 215t were devoted to debates on
Supply. Mr. Lioyd George deigned to give the House
part of the information requested by Mr. Asquith when the
newnﬂonhn S.wuﬂmwm“m
“resignation” of Sir W, risom, t his explanation
showed that tthClﬁﬂdiumovmhM
the coavictions and policy of the leading military men.
Referring to the working of the Versailles Council, the
Prime Minister said : “There are difficulties due to national
feeling, to historical traditions. There are difficulties
innate in the very order of things. There are difficulties
of suspicion—the suspicion in the mind of one country that
somehow the other country may be trying to seek some
advant for itself. All these things stand in the way of
every alliance.”” What must the degree of s be
between Powers at War? Mr. Asquith pulled the Prime
Minister’s speech to pieces in lawyerlike fashion; so much
did it resemble the repetition of the forum that one of the
Members exclaimed: ““Men are dying at the front while
this is going on.” If only all those who sit in the House
could keep that vital fact in mind somet might be done
towards ending the awful bioodshed! Many members of
the Army contributed to the debate; but by far the most

important point discussed was the death sentence at the

front by Mr. Morrell (L.) and Mr, Outhwaite (L.). Beth
protested against the execution of men and boys suffering
from shell shock. Mr. M son vigorously denied that
any such thing ever happened. He finally consented to
inquire into the validity of two cases, which included thai
of an “East End Boy,"” copies of whose letters 10 his
mother may be obtained from the W.S.F., price §d.

Mr. Macpherson's statement on the Army Estimates left
the House bewildered. As Mr. Tennant (L.) put it, “My
brain almost reels with the figures he has given us™!

On February ljthul further debate on the Army Esti-
mates took place. r. Hogge (L.) expressed doubt about
the Army increases being paid. He also advecated that
separation allowances should be paid on Fridays instead of
Mondays. Mr. Macpherson, however, would have it that
the allowances are paid out on “‘one day” a week, that day
differing in various districts. Mr. Forster thought it did
not matter on what day the money was paid omt. Of
course, it does not when you have a account, but
from hand 1 mouth it makes a world of

i flerence !
" IMPORTANT TO WOMEN"!

-

Executive * the reading of this letter from an enemy alien
to
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WHATS' ON?

"Socialism and Votes for All in
t. Meet at 2.45 p.m. at 44
"Malden Road. ;.P.M,mﬂ:‘;:be::'ﬂﬁn.
o g R gl : . Bhat
PmMWMm 3 p.m., Mrs. Walker and

SUNDAY, MARCH 3rd. ;
with

11.30 a.m., Miss Price (joint meeting

1145 a.m., Mrs Walker.
3 p.m., Mrs. Davies and others.

DAY, MARCH Bth.
- ;ltﬂ. Poplar, 11.30 a.m., Miss Price.
SATURDAY, MARCH 9th.
. Great Push in Hoxton.

INDOOR

. , MARCH 4th.
Hg:ﬂm#m’:n'l Hall, 8 p.m. Social Evening, (Bow

WEDNESDAY, MARCH  6th,
. Bew Women's Hall, 8 p.m., Speakers’ Class, Instructor :

A1 '\u'- L H .
THURSDAY, EARCH Tth.
aob . Lincoln’s lan Fields, 7.ﬁ pom., Mrs. W:iker.
¥ Bquality of Sacrifice,” ward  Fuller : The
Present Outlook."’

' NISATIONS
:gtlﬂlzgun?lgﬁ‘:mh 3rd, 8.156 p.m. Reverend

jchards will speak; Sunday, March 10th,
Scurr.

rt
i
FEDERATION NOTES
ANNUAL CONFERENCE. | :
Secretaries of Branches are asked to send in their
resolutions for the Annual Conference and nominations for
the néw committee as soon asg as we wish to send
out tlupellmhnrgavutdn March 9th.
-  SPEAKE

| * CLASS. _
We should like to see more of our
and sympathisers at the speakers’ class. Lancelot Hogben
is in charge. It is held at 400, Old Ford Road, Bow, E3.

members

¥

THE ?WORH'W'S D : I_:Lg__;__ ==

R e o T e - b g W Wy et EEes b e s e W LT

- _

business and sccial meeting every y e

8 p.m. All members are asked to come and bring a
et 1 et T fe Tots W andide

The Bromley th is giving an At or

and friends at 53, St. Leonard St., Brom'ey

Thursday, March Tth., at 3 pm. There will

ments and recitations. Miss Pankhurst will be t

We hope all our members will be present.

BRIGHOUSE BRANCH,
The Brighouse Branch has elected a new Secretary—
Mrs. F. Hick, 50, Smithy Carr Lane, Brighouse.

MONTHLY MEETING AT OLD FORD.

A public meeting will be held at 400, Old Ford Road,
Bow, on Sunday, March 17th, 7 p.m. The date was
printed on the tickets as March 10th. The Speakers will
be Sylvia Pankhurst, W. Carter, N.U.R., and Mrs. Bouvier
in the chair.

| MONTHLY SOCIAL AT OLD FORD,

The next Social and Dance at 400, Old Ford Road will
be held on Saturday, March 16th, 7 p.m. The tickets (price
8d. including tax) are ready now. Mr. Broadbear will be
in charge of the Dance music and Mr. A. A. Watts has
promi to act as M.C.
Concert programme.

GREAT PUSH,

The *“Great Push” in Hammersmith on Saturday
aroused a great deal of interest. A large and sympath-
etic crowd listened to our four kers from 3.30 to
6.156 p.m. Many papers were sold and the collection
amounted to over 16/-. A working woman, who had twp
children with her, gave 2/8 saying. with tears in her eyes,
that her husband had been blown to bits in the trenches
and that she wanted to save her from a similar fate.
Another woman gave 2d, all she could afford, saying that
she wanted the war stopped. Two new members were

enro'led and there is every prospect of a local branch being
formed.

refresh-
speaker.

There is also an excellent

T p e —

London Parks as Welfare Centres

' London is stirring to the needs of her children
as thé response to the Jewel Fund signifies. The
mothers of England, potential and otherwise, are
realising the claim made by the famous Gracchi
mother of old. And as the jewels for England’s
‘““jewels” pour in one hopes that the children’s
needs ‘will be really met. The thought comes,
backed by personal experience of the East End

child’s needs, that the great parks sur-
rouniding ,our city might be used for
the proposed welfare centres. It is true

that the children now have acess to the
parks but beyond the provision of sand dumps
and swings—a continuous joy as we know—the
othér requirements of the child visitor are not
met. The benches, for instance, are proportioned
to . the tired limbg of the adult, but there is
nothing small enough, and therefore comfortable
for the tiny legs of the infants. Often we at Old
Ford, who make great use of Victoria Park, find
that we have to return with our charges because
of toilet requirements that cannot be attended to
save at the créche, There is no proper lavatory
accommeodation in the park for children. The
lavatories are built for grown-ups. And because
of this the grounds are often rendered unfit for
play. It is always necessary to inspect the space
round the big tree trunks—which could provide
such admirable opportunities for *‘ticky touch-
wood'’' and other games—because of misusage
on the part of little creatures whose
mothers or older and sisters are unable
or unwilling to take the children home. And,
after all, there is much to be said for the prema-
turely old brother or sister in search of play, or
the tired mother, who has dragged to the park
with the children on the hot days for a little
breathing space and rest. If r accommoda-
tion were provided, what a boon both for the
mothers, as well as for the children, these green
spaces could be. | can see, in my mind’s eye, long
wooden huts or shelters in every park, providing

a complete infant welfare centre. How much
better it would be than taking, as we do daily, up-

evards of forty children, into the ‘‘Mother’s Arms”’
—an old publicchouse known hitherto in the
neighbourhood as the “‘Gunmaker’s Arms.”
Al it is true, in the main, to say that the
only decent East End houses are the public-
houses, still, these old places have the fusty smell
that one associates with property where not too
much money is available for repairing purposes.
And if we are at the beginning of a great move-
ment—as some of us believe and hope—why not
aspire to something better than the old bricks and
mortar in which to accommodate our children?
These wooden shelters, opening like sanatoria to
the sunlight and fresh air, could contain baths,
a good supply of hot and cold water, and might

provide for the mother's needs, too, with a com-
munal kitchen attached.

ing will soon be here, what time our Mon-
tessori class will be rﬂellinilin stray buttercups

and daisies—'‘the little children’'s dower’'—and

the more prolific small white clover in the grass of
Victoria Park. But spring and early summer
bring a sense of drowsiness to us in the East End,
and the children long for sleep. They do now, in
consequence of air raids and from other causes,
and we give those in our Montessori class nearly
two hours’ sleep a day. But how we should love
to take that sleep in the open air., The shelters
could provide the small camp beds, and we could
provide our own pillows and coverlets. - Last
summer our children used to ask to be allowed to
stay out indefinitely in the park, but for reasons
given previously we could not manage it. One
morning | remember well; the children had
gathered clover, and were sitting in a circle
arranging their treasures when suddenly the

smallest one was missed. To the far ends of the °

enclosure—whose bars serve as an excellent piece
of gymnastic apparatus—the blue pinafored one
was sought without success. He had disap-
peared.as though by magic. When things looked
almost desperate we came across him—not a
stone’s throw away—asleep, his head on one
hand and the bunch of clover clasped tightly in
the other. Overcome by the sun's warmth, he
had lain down and was completely hidden, because
of his very frailness, by the long grass. In the
shelters we could have not only beds, but peram-
bulators for hire at a nominal charge (or free) if
necessary, to enable the older children, or parents,
to wander round without the discomfort of having
the ‘‘tinies’’ dragging at their skirts, or having to
be lugged about, the latter proceeding being so
injurious to the little growing mother, whose bent
form in adolescence bears testimony to its prema-
ture burden and responsibility. And apart from
the value of a park as a sleeping place and for
general purposes, what a help it can be to those
of us who are undertaking the early education of
the city child. His instinctive feeling for beauty
—and none will deny this who knows life in the
East End—is met by such an oasis in the desert of
his environment. Not only the grass, ‘‘every leaf
a miracle,”” and the spider weaving in the sun-
light, or the bird on the bough, or flying athwart
the sky, but even the worm crawling across the
path on mornings dark and damp, can provide,
as we have found, our opportunities for the study

of Nature in the midst of endless streets of mortar
and brick.

If the authorities would provide these huts or
shelters and the necessary details described, local
people might form committees of A
arranging to run them as they run canteens for the
soldiers now. We could undertake to run one in
Victoria Park at least from April to October, if
not for the whole year round, if the L.C.C. would
grant permission for us to erect the necessary
premises in the park, and cither the authorities or
the public would provide the necessary funds.
Surely the country could enlist the help of as
capable volunteers for this White Cross work as
the Red Cross have obtained for theirs.

MuURrIEL MATTERS.
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~ . OUR -FUNDS
BT L G
GENERAL _m;rgptmwledgg&. Orske
qaﬁ)'_us'ilh'w-mﬁfﬂtb ._!";j_ﬂ:
W eung

Hll&c. 7s. 6d.; Miss L. Téasacs . ;.
2s. 3 Miss H. B. Read, 1}d. €

3 f

mm. Mise

LE, m- m £ ' T oL
hﬁmn DEMONSTRATION.—F. 1h
5s. ; N.U.R. Kentish Town 2s. 64. *CMIE 5.. ¢
Mr. [}%‘ih.?guu:i'l" | B O WS P .g'
. EAD GHT ' FUND.—Mvs, ' Hamiltes {card)
£1; Mrs, Bathgate ( £1; Miss .Frqw.
;k._ ﬁi’ Mrs. Richim'({mﬁi;ﬂrh : Mrs. A ]
~igh, 1s. - Sl
""DREADNOUGHT " GUARANTEE FUND.—pPre.

viously acknowledged (weekly), £2 19s. 6d.
 CLINICS AND SOCIAL WORK.—Anon, £25: Mrs

M. MW Esq., £4 4s. ; Hn:

G Lk St ﬁ“'a..'“uﬁ"“

». Lyle Smyth, : Maud Fussell, £2; :
Marion Judson, £1 14s.; Miss O. L. Cobb, £1 1s. ﬂ:.
Turnbull, £1; Per Mr. C. Howes, 81; Mrs. Richmond
(fortnightly), 10s. ; Nurse Hebbes (weekly), 10s.: Anon
10s, ; Miss Whales, 7s. 1d.; Mr, Stiebel, 1s. COLLEC.
m?.n-[.ﬁ.a}. Jod-rmm £1 18s. F Misses E.

ng and ]J. Watts (Green’s Ya Os. 14d.

Vine and Gilbertson, 8. 8d. : Miss I?I)‘.Ags B
Bertram (Cubit Town), 6s. 2{d.

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS
FAMILY LIMITATION
' L

WOMEN WORKERS should spend their hol
“Sea View,” - :
Turner.

TYPEWRITING REQUIRED ar home: MSS. and
Plays; Duplicating accurately doge. ‘Terms on applica.
tion.—Apply Miss A. O. Beamish, 85 Hoxton Street.

YOUNG BLACK CURRANT, Réd Currant and Goose.
berry trees for sale, or exchange for other ‘garden

—Apply Miss Tollemache, Federation House, South Wood.-
ford, Essex. ' .

——————

DOCTRINE. 'Post free, 144
Queen Anne’s Chambers, West-

ki —

idays 2
Victoria Road, Brighton.—Hostess, 7;';:

TO LET.—SMALL FURNISHED BEDROOM. suit

spi:f:r person ; 4/—225, Prospect Road, Woodford Green,
“S8exX, - ; '

WANTED, WOMAN 1o do Cleanin; in To F:un;r :
a few hours daily.—Apply 45 Norman Road, Bzw. E. ’

SEWING, DRESSMAKING AND RENOVATING —

gﬁiﬂy D. M., Hampstead, Box 100, '* Dreadnought "’
ce.

i P el e = F

WANTED, Man and Wife as Gardeher (understandi
vegetables) and Cook Genmeral; Wage, £1 wéekly and
found.—Address Leakey, St.
(Herts.).

all

Alban’s Road, Hatfield,

— 2 —

AT THE MOTHERS' ARMS.
WANTED, soft white rags for making toddlers® Band-

kerchiefs.
ANTIQUES

For Genuine Old English Furniture and China
MARY CASEY,

29> Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2
: Greer’s Agreeable
BAKING, CUSTARD, EGG AND

BLANCMANGE POWDERS.

In 14d. Packets. Obtainable from all grocers, wholesale
only from
D. W. GREER & CO.,
London, S.E.5.

ELECTRIC MACHINE BAKERY
91 BURDETT ROAD, MILE END

S e

W. WOODS & SONS,
Family Bakers.

The Socialist Na_tional Union
of Furriers

An Appeal to All Workers in the Fur Trade

OBJECT:—The establishment of a system of society
based upon common ownership and demo-
cratic control of the means and instruments
for producing and distributing wealth.

INTERNATIONAL YOUNG AGE PENSIONS.

Dear Friends of Humanity,—Before the storm bursts

Humh to place the children and all those who
are i
SHILLINGS A WEEK
we may be free

whilst they are
can think of
FAMILIES
HOUSES, and
would stimulate

The fact of a married man becoming
all demand this from our different Governments NOW,




